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A REPLY 

TO 

"NOTES ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
SHEEPFOLDS." 



Mr. RusKiN has proved to demonstration that he has no 
mission to construct a fold for the sheep of Christ. When he 
writes upon Byzantine Architecture, or the genius of Painters, 
he is writing about what he understands, and he writes to some 
purpose : but in his present attempt at theological disquisition 
he exhibits no true research, and evinces very little of the spirit 
of a sound mind. 

That word ' Sheepfold' will really be the ruin of Mr. Ruskin's 
reputation as an author. He seems to have singled it out for 
bodily presence on his title-page, only that he might afterwards 
reduce it to an impalpable shadow, and hunt it, like some 
melancholy ghost, through the mazes of his eccentric pamphlet. 

When a man who understands his work proceeds to pitch a 
sheepfold, he drives in the hurdles in a steadfast ring, and 
encloses ground suitable and sufficient for his flock. He does 
not say — *" This hurdle has no authority to keep in the sheep ; ' 
or, * This sheep may be one of the invisible flock, but how can 
I tell whether he belongs to the visible ? ' No : he drives in the 
hurdles, and the sheep lie down in their fold. But Mr. Ruskin's 
" Notes " are subversive alike of fold and sheep : he will not hear 
of a single hurdle standing fast ; and as to the sheep, he ignores 
them, save as perpetual wanderers ' in sloughs and snows and 
bramble-thickets,' or as torn and bleeding burdens on the 
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shoulders of the shepherd. To judge from the tone of his 
remarks, one would suppose that he positively admires this gift 
of wandering and getting into scrapes. We appeal from 
Mr. RusKiN of the ' Sheepfolds,' to Mr. Ruskin of the ' Seven 
Lamps : ' we have read his pamphlet with feelings of surprise 
and regret : it is a moral aberration — a literary suicide : a 
declension so monstrous from his former self, that we can only 
account for it by remembering that there is an old proverb which 
says — ' Ne sutor ultra crepidam.* 

Something might perhaps be conceded to a man who is frank 
enough to avow at the outset — ^ that he holds it right to speak 
hastily^ not to think hastily : ' but hasty speech is, after all, no 
apology for presumption ; and it is generally fatal to success. 
Mr. RusKiN has written whole pages in the departments of taste 
and science where few would wish him to blot a line or a word. 
Did he write these hastily ? His pen then instructed thousands, 
who voted him in return a due meed of applause : but he did 
not much value such tribute : his own hand has now deformed 
the graceful chaplet, and has mixed a wreath of deadly night- 
shade with the green and blossoming bays. 

Mr. Ruskin has, however, established some claim to good 
treatment, and we will help him if we can. We would far 
rather find a clue to his wanderings, and put it in his hand, than 
churlishly break up his paths, or refuse to acknowledge the print 
of his footsteps. 

Will Mr. Ruskin forgive a stranger for telling him that he has 
a singular manner of handling the sacred volume ? He will not 
find that way of dashing at texts, and dealing in wholesale 
assertions, profitable to himself. He is too fond of marshalling 
and distributing the Epistles as though he had written them, and 
of pronouncing on the meaning and motives of those who did. 
That crotchet of his, about Visible' and 'invisible' Church, is 
a dangerous one, and may lead him into ruinous error. Does he 
find such terms in Scripture ? He should pause, and ask himself 
what solid ground — what assured ' terra firma he has under his 
feet. Archimedes averred, that if any one would give him a 
* fulcrum,' he would move the earth. Mr. R.'s enterprising 
mind may be a sort of sturdy lever ; but if he is to apply it, he 
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must first find his fulcrum : at present he does not stir the globe^ 
he only makes the quicksand shake. 

Where did Mr. Ruskin get his notions of * authority ? * 
Surely, to adopt a similitude of his own, it must have been from 
some summer cloud, while watching its changes. He absolutely 
disclaims such commodity as forming any part of the equipment 
of St. Paul; and although he affects to commend the Apostle 
for his ' modesty,' we cannot, under the circumstances, think the 
compliment worth much. The text of 2 Tkessalanians iii. 14, 
he regards as an inconsistency' — a sort of solecism in good 
breeding on the part of the Apostle. What will he say to such 
as 2 Corinthians xiii. 1, 2, and 10; Philippians iii. 17; iv. 9; 
and similar passages ? Are all of these to be classed under the 
head of inconsistencies ? 

In the teeth of what we read in the latter part of the 8th and 
10th chapters of " The Acts," Mr. R. insists that bare faith is 
tantamount to membership in Christ (see page 12). The 
assertion of the worth of our Baptism is with him ' a question of 
words rather than of things ' (p. 50) ; and while he would claim 
the privilege of Sonship for members of Christ at large (p. 26), 
he peremptorily refuses the office of Priesthood, which flows 
from it, for members in particular. We cannot marvel that, 
entertaining such views, he should treat as * ridiculous ' the idea 
of any definite Ministries surviving to the Church of God by a 
deed of gift. He avers that ' St. Paul, and the rest of the 
Apostles, write nearly all their epistles to the invisible Church; 
of which Church * no man is positively recognizable for a 
member, when he has become so, by any one but God, not even 
by himself (pp. 12, 17). 

May we not here ask Mr. R. howj in the absence of Apostles 
and Prophets, — an absence which he will have to be perpetual, — 
and while conning epistles which he cannot prove to any one 
were meant for him to read, he has arrived at such immovable 
conclusions respecting Church-membership and the Priestly 
office? Surely these are doctrinal matters; and 'doctrine' 
implies something which a man has been taught. 

Sometimes he confuses himself, and fights with a shadow. 
Thus, he observes, on Matthew xviii. 17, that when Christ said — 
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* Tell it to the Church/ there would he much hazm in supposing 
that He could possibly have meant ^ Tell it to the Clergy ; ' and 
then he argues for the Congregation being meant, exclusively. « 
But where lies the difficulty of assuming that our Lord intended 
both ? as we find them, for instance, associated in the very first 
verse of the Epistle to the Philippians — *To all the Saints in 
Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons/ 
The Layman is a member of Christ : the Clergyman is a member 
of Christ : they are ' men, brethren ; ' and Christ was here 
speaking of what our duty is if our brother sin against us. 

From doctrine Mr. R. passes on to discipline : from propound- 
ing theoretical views, to the advocacy of practical measures ; and 
here he is, if possible, even more crude and inconsistent. Li 
page 35, he tells us — " One thing is very clear, without any 
laborious examination: that ^bishop' and * elder' sometimes 
mean the same thing." Afterwards, in a note to page 37, he 
says— ^^ I hold the resistance of the Scotch Presbyterian Church 
to Episcopacy to be unscriptural, futile, and schismatic ; " and 
he is at no pains to reconcile these statements. Surely a member 
of the Invisible Church, laying down a law for the Visible, 
should be more explicit, and somewhat more tolerant : here we 
have not only the * stakenet ' pitched, with a claim of manorial 
right over the open river, but an attempt to drive into it the fish 
of the sea. 

In page 49 we are told, that " the two great sects of paralyzed 
Protestants " are to be united, " by keeping simply to Scripture." 
Who it is that is now to * keep simply ' to such a guide, does 
not readily appear : on this very text-book the two great sects 
have hitherto disagreed for centuries. Surely Mr. R. does not 
propose that the blind should lead the blind ; that one paralyzed 
member should dictate to the other. Who, then, is to be 
umpire ? Is the State to constitute an ^ Evangelical ' majority 
the judge in their own cause ?— that were an unworthy * tour de 
force! Mr. R. must really have a care, or he may wake up one 
of these days from his dream of legislation, to find himself in the 
unenviable position of one of Job's comforters. 

Again, he says that the Scotch *have no shadow of excuse 
for refusing to employ a written form of prayer.' — Unhappy 
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Scotch ! May we venture to suggest to Mr. Buskin one excuse 
they will allege, not as a shadow, but in substance ?— They 
possess no such form: they have never drawn one up; and 
although Mr. R. hints at something suitable and ' hot-pressed,' 
Donald has misgivings : the proof of the pudding may be in 
the eatbg, but appetite with some people depends very much 
upon the grace ; and it is startling when the provider caters for 
his guests in terms like these — *^ It may not be to their taste : 
it may not be the way in which they like to pray : but it is 
no question at present of likes or dislikes, but of duties ; and 
the acceptance of such a form on their part would go half way to 
reconcile them with their brethren." * Acceptance ' — bon gri^ 
mal gri ; and ' reconcile ! ' Mr. R. must have singular notions 
of * reconciliation.' Solomon says somewhere, that one of the 
things too wonderful for him was, ^ the way of a man with a 
maid ; ' but Mr. R. seems to think we can woo the bride by 
compulsion. He may find the difference, if he will cross the 
Tweed: that people have a strong leaning to the prophetical 
word, and they will very likely treat him to a quotation — 
^^ Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel ? " 

At page 48 we find a ^ naive ' confession, and one which lays 
bare the state of our author's mind more than he is aware of. 
He says — * that the schism between the so-called Evangelical and 
High-Church parties in Britain, is enough to shake many men's 
faith in the truth or existence of religion at all ;' and then he 
goes on to express his indignation at the petty jealousies exhibited 
among Protestants; jealousies which, he says, *are based on 
little else than mere difference between high and low breeding.' 
Admitting the fact of the jealousies, we do not quite agree with 
Mr. R. here ; for the difference between high and low breeding 
is a real difference — as much so as that between knowledge and 
ignorance ; and if the jealousies have such a basis, they must 
stand while the world lasts : but we look upon them as genuine 
fruit from the tree. Protestantism w ^paral3rzed at its very 
heart by jealousies ; ' it has been so from the first hour of its 
real development ; nor should Mr. R. marvel to meet with such, 
when no higher Christian standard is asserted than that of 
National Church-Establishments. Can he not distinguish between 
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the mighty operation of the grace of God — prevailing even with 
fallen and blighted Humanity to remove roots of bitterness— 
and the march of those legions of strife which encamp on the « 
^ debateable ' land of the Sects, there to wage an inbred warfare, 
hopeless and interminable, were not their own date a brief one ? 
The angels of God who met Jacob in Mahanaim did not differ 
more widely from the bands of his brother Esau, than do the 

* one body and one spirit ' of the Catholic Church from the whole 

* status' and ^animus' of these wrangling divisions. Yet 
Mr. RusKiM has allowed the mere din of ephemeral troubles to 
perplex his faith, and to bias his judgment upon matters which 
are infinitely more important than the interests or destiny of 
any secular body. 

This is made manifest when he touches upon the glorious 
theme of * Priesthood.' Of this stupendous subject — Divine in 
its origin. Human in its development — Mr. R. ventures to treat, 
with all the confidence of ignorance and the heady haste of zeal ; 
without a conception of what is due to himself, his readers, or 
the topic which he is handling. Fortunately for him, for his 
future peace of mind, he does but nibble at the outworks : with 
the substantive question in its true bearings he cannot grapple, 
for another idea is up))ermo8t in his thoughts, and when he essays 
to speak about ' Priests,' he misses the mark: but he says enough 
to show how sorely the warfare has tried him ; he emerges from 
the spiritual conflict with battered helm and dinted breastplate — 
'non bene relietd parmtdd* for his shield is gone. A sure 
indication of this is given in his altered style. That exquisite 
polish which lit up his former productions — a polish we had 
hoped due to the native hardness of the gem — has at once 
disappeared ; and he adopts in its stead a tone which is harsh 
and vituperative. He stigmatises as ^blasphemous' a time- 
honoured claim on the part of the Clergy to stand as ' Priests ' 
in the house of God: presently it appears, that the only 
blasphemy he can impute flows from a faulty interpretation of 
his own:— viz., that the assertion of Priests' orders is the 
assertion of ' having a higher holiness than the holiness of being 
one with Christ ' (p. 23). This is plainly invidious : he might 
just as reasonably maintain, that when a man receives the honour 
of knighthood from the hand of his Sovereign, and thereupon 
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assumes the title, he is advancing a claim to be more truly a 
subject of the realm than any simple yeoman among that 
Sovereign's lieges. Such a strain of argument is unworthy of 
Mr. Buskin : it savours very little of * fair play.' 

Nor does he improve his ground when he proposes to sub- 
stitute the name of ^ Elder ' for that of * Priest ' in the English 
Church. We are aware of the apparent etymology — deriving 
* Priest ' from ' Uptv^va ' ; — but after all it is Veptvs throughout 
Scripture which we translate 'Priest;' while we render upeafivj 
by 'Elder:' and a little reflection might have taught Mr. R. 
that the word ' Priest ' has been retained advisedly^ because of 
certain real functions, for the fulfilment of which the Body of 
Christ is responsible, and which are not expressed in the term 
' Elder/ No doubt the Apostle Paul, writing to the Cliurches 
under his care, addresses those in charge by the title of ' Elders : ' 
but this says nothing against their ministry at the Altar : a man 
takes charge as an ' Elder ; ' but he is ordained a ' Priest : ' and 
if Mr. R. would infer that because the Minister of Christ is an 
Elder in his relation toward the people, therefore he cannot be a 
Priest in relation to God who has appointed him, his reasoning 
is shallow. Whatever the Church of Christ has, she received 
from her Divine Head : and she receives from Him the things 
which are His. True priesthood is His : not the mere precedence 
of ' Levi ; ' but priesthood ' after the order of Melchizedec' 

Concerning that word 'Presbyter/ we will give Mr. R. a 
caution. Milton has said that ' New Presbyter is but Old Priest 
writ large : ' it is the popular and radical version of the very 
thing which Mr. R. is kicking against. The head of Priesthood 
is the Apostleship ; but the head of Presbyterianism is the 
People : and if it be once laid down that * Priest * is synonymous 
with ' Elder/ the day is come when the many- voiced Multitude 
will answer with a roar like that of a wintry torrent — ' The 
Elder is a layman, one of Us : and we, the People, are the alone 
source of power in the visible Church.' Let Mr. R. look to this. 
He is hatching some scheme to ' overthrow Antichrist : ' let him 
beware that he do not set Antichrist on his legs. He had better 
encounter the hungry lion at bay, than rouse in the Baptized a 
spirit which is not of God. 

As to his most irreverent version of the oflSce of Absolution at 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



10 

Morning Prayer, we know not whether more to lament the 
ungracious tone of his remarks, or the duhiess of his spiritual 
apprehension. Be it known to Mr. Buskin that this ^ upper 
order of Church-officer/ being in truth the responsible servant of 
Christ, is not then and there ^ telling the congregation from the 
reading-desk what they might have known without being told,' 
but he is declaring to as many as are present a present act of 
God's grace, in answer to their confession just offered. And we 
should have thought that no one reading the introductory sen- 
tences of exhortation, could doubt that the Absolution following 
is a valid act of priesthood ministered in bdialf of Christ. 

If Mr. B. will open his bible and turn to the 2nd verse 
of St. Peter's first Epistle, he will find Christian doctrine asserted 
there ; the type of which was set forth in Exodus xxiv. 6, 8 : 
where the people first vowed ^ obedience,* and thereafter were 
' sprinkled.' 

A more honorable idea of the ordained Priest than Mr. Buskin 
has yet condescended upon may be deduced from considering the 
grace vouchsafed to us in Holy Baptism. We have in our mind's 
eye a certain street where a church has lately been erected. Let 
us take a turn in that direction : perhaps Mr. B. will be good 
enough to accompany us. "We will suppose that we have arrived 
at the open door of the building, and have crossed the threshold 
to go in. Mr. B. has been instructing us concerning the archi- 
tectural merits of the external edifice — who so fit? — and in 
return we desire to impart to our brother in Christ something 
more than meets the eye. As we enter the inner vestibule, our 
attention is drawn to a solid pillar in carved work of stone or 
marble, surmounted by a bowl or basin of the same material, all 
in one piece, and standing some four feet high. If a certain 
simple and blessed rite has been recently administered here, or is 
on the' point of being so, we shall find that the bowl is not 
empty, but contains fair water. Mr. B., who is an observant 
man, exclaims— * Ah ! here is the Font!'— and proceeds to 
favour us with another beautiful and appropriate dissertation on 
its outward form. We too are observant, in our way ; and we 
dearly love to call things by their right names : so, when our 
companion has ended his remarks, we quietly reply — " You said 
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^ the Font : ' do you then, dear friend, hold the blessed truth of 
a baptismal regeneration ?" Now Mr. R. loves Baptism as truly 
as a Jew loved the Temple of Solomon — he may have his doubts 
as to what enters the temple from time to time, but he would not 
consent to a stone of it being removed. But Mr. R. does not 
like any one to lay down the law: and so he will perhaps 
rejoin — *' Why should the term ' Font ' imply any such thing ? 
this vessel is for the Parish baptisms ; and *■ baptism' means a 
* washing ' or * dipping ; ' and so they pour water into this 
receptacle." But we will not be put back, and we urge our point 
again : '* Dear friend, the water is doubtless, as you say, an 
element for washing ; but the washing in Baptism is a washing 
away of sins, through the blood of Christ ; and if that washing 
were not in the laver of regeneration, we should not call this 
vessel a *Font,' but simply a 'basin' or 'laver.* *Font' 
implies some well of water springing up into life; and the 
Church, from days of olden time, calls this a Font, to express 
the faith of her children, that in holy Baptism we are ' bom 
again,* even * bom from above.' " 

Such dialogue might readily occur; perhaps has often occurred : 
the premises laid down are simple ones, and we will bow deduce 
from them a conclusion respecting Priesthood. 

The Church-font preaches Regeneration, as plainly as the pale 
mother and that interesting charge in the nurse's arms tell that a 
birth has taken place. Men did never attain to this grace of 
'regeneration' by the bare fact of 'believing:* but it was a 
power which Jesus Christ ^ave ' to as many as received Him, 
even to them that believe on His Name.' Some persons have 
argued from this, tliat the proof of faith must precede the 
administration of Baptism : in other words, — that God does not 
impart regeneration, save in answer to the avowed intelligent 
faith of an adult recipient : we do not agree with them : Infants 
are the living offspring of Adam, ' by nature children of wrath,' 
even as adults : If they partake the condemnation, shall they 
not partake the benefit ? Jesus Clirist has by himself purged 
our sins : and now that He is risen from the dead, and is ascended 
to the right hand of God, it is hard to see why the mere nonage 
of the creature should debar it froui membership in Christ. 
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To return from this almost inevitable digression, Regeneration, 
beinjT the sovereign act of God, is a foundation for other things. 
If men would embrace the true scope of it, which is the 
* Adoption of Sons,* they would arrive at a just idea of ' Priest- 
hood ' For Priesthood flows from Sonship : it is not an im- 
HebrewBv. 4. parting again of life, but it is a conferring of ^honour' . . 
Christ glorified not himself to be made an High- Priest, but He 
that said unto him — ' Thou art My Son, to-day have I begotten 
Thee/ 

Jesus Christ has chartered many with the freedom of Sons : 
has he endowed any with the honour of Priests ? Some would 
answer — ' No, it cannot be ; ' but what were his own words ? — 
' The glory which Thou gavest Me, I have given them/ For, 
He himself could not be true Priest, if He were not very Man : 
and if in this honour of his priesthood the brethren of Christ are 
to have no fellowship with him, how shall men believe that they 
1 John i. 3. h&\e fellowship with the Father and with the Son ? 

Let us not deceive ourselves. If we are to glorify God, we 
must receive at His hand : and we must receive in Christ. The 
mere position of a Sovereign Giver, coveted as we daily see it in 
this world, was not the position which Christ loved, or which He 
has assumed towards us : He is not ashamed to call us * brethren/ 
Our congregational access to God, when we ' assenb^e ourselves 
together,' is not a scheme emanating from human wisdom, nor is 
it the mere instinctive movement of human reverence : God 
called the Priest ; and he then addressed the well-beloved Son, 
in whom no reverence or piety was lacking: He called Him, 
having heard Him for His piety : He called Him to honour — 
the honour to assert the claims of God, of which all men had 
robbed their Maker : He crowned Jesus ' with glory and honour ' 
— ^the honour, that He should lay down His life ; the glory, that 
He might take it again : — Mr. R. here quotes ' Christmas 
Morning:' but the Apostle points emphatically to the morning 
of the resurrection (compare Hebrews v. 5, with Aet$ xiii. 33). 

Mr. RusKiN holds that mortal men may preach the word of 
life in the message of the Gospel, but that they cannot officiate 
as Priests. St. Paul was of another mind : he declares of his 
embassage in the gospel, that it was iVe/i Xtio-ra — 'in behalf of 
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Christ ; ' — that he might see of the travail of His soul, in those 
who are reconciled to God. 

There is no pretence, or supererogation, with God. An 
ordained Priest has real functions, answering to real duties : and 
for the exercise of those functions he is empotoered. He is to 
declare and pronounce Absolution to the penitent Baptized : he 
is to consecrate, by the Holy Ghost, in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist : he is to bless the people in the name of the Lord, 
and to bring up to God, through Jesus Christ, in solemn, audible 
offices, the worship of His assembled Saints. The thing which 
a Priest should consider, is, his duty before God : and the thing 
for the congregation to consider, is, their fellowship in all which 
the Priest does in their behalf : They should hold up the hands 
of the minister ; ojOTering in their heart of hearts the prayer to 
God, and looking to obtain the answer from Him who heareth 
prayer. But, ordained Priests there must needs be : and none 
knew this better than the Apostle Paul. It is easy to say that 
in Romans xy. 15, he ^ increases the modesty of it as he goes 
on ' — and to talk of the Romans as ^ hardly needing his epistle ' 
— such an epistle ! — But Mr. Ruskin is in a dream of confusion 
upon the whole passage. St. Paul is not here speaking for the 
sake of his epistle at all : he is speaking of something which he, 
Paul, who had never yet been among them, toill do token he 
comes. He cannot boast of having preached the gospel among 
them, for he had not done so— (see verses 18, 22) : but never- 
theless he writes the more boldly on account of a special grace 
given to him as * the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles : ' 
and what was this ? That he should ' minister, as a priest 
{lUpupyeiaX *^6 gospel of God ' — for the end herewith declared ; 
on which see Malachi i. 11, where the prophet is made to declare, 
while rebuking the apostacy of Israel, that God will have^ among 
the Gentiles, not only ' incense ' ojQTered unto His Name, but *' a 
pure offering ' — (compare the word trpncn^pa here in verse 16). 
And so the Apostle concludes—* I have therefore whereof I may 
glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God :' 
the things which * pertain to God ' being the very things in which 
* Priests' occupy, as we learn from Ifdfrews ii. 17 ; ▼• 1. 

Mr. Ruskin has strong feelings : but his ideas' upon spiritual 
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things are as yet loose and roving. He doubts the reality of 
such elements as meet him in the Body of Christ ; and he thinks 
that he could infuse more reality into a system of his own : he 
forgets that the house of God is ' a house not made with hands.' 
— ^Even Moses saw a pattern in the Mount. — Hence his vehe- 
mence in propounding what is, after all, bare speculation^ or worse. 
His notions are intrusive ; as of a man who has been peering into 
mysteries from without, instead of occuppng his true place 
within, and considering that which lies next him. He errs in 
his conclusions^ and errs widely : not from any lack of ingenuity 
or zeal, but simply because he has neglected the landmarks. He 
does not know that the Church of Christ in all her members is 
alive; in all her approaches to God is consciously justified or 
1 Cor. xi. 27. g'l^^'y — ^^ *^ ^®' ministries, maimed and defective though they 
be, is sentient and struggling for utterance and action. A limb 
may be gone, but the nerve still twitches in the broken stump : 
an eye may be sightless, but the orb still turns in its socket, and 
seems to crave the nourishing light of heaven. 

The * Church' of Mr. R.'s imagining presents to our view a 
heap of * disjecta membra ;' but we should still have to seek for 
the one body of Christ. He discourses of its functions as of so 
much natural mechanism ; and is confident that the piston<rods 
are to work and the wheels to revolve, whenever Man pleases to 
put to his hand and communicate a little motive power. 

This is why Mr. Ruskin, with his fine fancy and bold genius, 
has wandered away into such tame and vapid subtleties : he has 
wellnigh despaired of help from the Unsearchable Wisdom, and 
his remedy is — ^to try a scheme of his own ! He even thinks to 
claim and realize the peace of Christ upon the restless footing of 
human inventions : not seeing that by such nullifidian views the 
very ground of that * Peace' is cut away from under his feet. 
When Jesus Christ gave His peace. He said — ^ Not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you.' He winds up a scheme hasty, self- 
willed and secular^ by telling us that * the whole body of 
Protestants ' are to unite ^ in one great Fold,' and to ' go in and 
out and find pasture.' Alas ! what better wisdom is here than 
that of the fool in the parable, who said within himself — * I will 
pull down my bams, and build greater.' 
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After all, has he found a remedy ? — We think not. He ex- 
claims indeed — ^Let us have more bishops : — Suppose that they 
were quadrupled : will that help the Church as a whole ? — 
Surely not. The bishops will want an Apostle — already they 
deplore the absence of a centre of unity. Mr. Ruskin is calling 
for Captains and Lieutenants, when the truncheon of the Field - 
Maishal has fitllen to the ground, and the battle is pausing for 
lack of the word of command. 

Will Mr. B. part with his budget of nostrums, and welcome a 
fresher stock of ideas ? Not a dash of novelty, but a genuine 
return to old principles which cannot be exploded. Surely he, 
of all men, should not refuse this* But he cannot accomplish it 
without the fellowship of the Spirit. The green plant in the 
desert is no stray weed, but a shoot from an ancient stock — 
reviving ' by the scent of water.' 

Will he face the reality of that which he has hitherto viewed 
in the picture, or handled on its surface ? Will he search into 
the true complexion of our trouble, and reckon up the gigantic 
total of our spiritual needs ? — He will find that the mischiefe of 
the Baptized lie deeper than any chance hand can probe. A 
prophet of old would have said that our wound is incurable and 
our bruise grievous : — ^but he would have added — that there is 
balm in Gilead ; and so speaks ever a true witness. 

*' They that are tack need a Physician." Something of more 
potent virtue, something of more vital energy is wanted now 
than another chapter of experiments. What does Mr. R. think 
of the assertion of the faithfulness of God, in a four-fold ministry 
breaking forth as of old, like waters in the desert, to refresh the 
thirsty soul ? Has he ever weighed the hope of this ? — ^it would 
appear not. He does indeed assert, with some vehemence, that 
'^ we cannot have two foundations : " but if he thinks that such 
a protest settles the question of the Apostleship, he is in an error, 
and he is inconsistent. Mr. R. sees the sun rise to-day, and 
make the apparent circuit of the world : does that hinder his 
hoping for sunrise to-morrow ? If he were asked a reason here, 
the only reason he could give, is — that the sun is a creature, and 
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obeys the Creator's word : the like argument holds good in the 
spiritual heavens; ^* there are diversities of ministries, but the 
same Lord." 

Who dreams of two foundations ? The real question at issue is, 
how the building of God is to be finished ? When Christ looked 
upon His Apostles, He said — " I will build My Church." The 
Rock alters not : *' other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ : ' Almighty God laid this Foundation 
before the world began : Christ Himself laid it, when He took 
our nature upon Him, and died and rose again : Apostles laid it, 
when they preached Jesus and the Resurrection : but if Mr. R. 
would infer, from what is said in Ephesians ii. 20, that the 
Church militant can never see ^ Apostles ' again, such argument 
were equally conclusive against all manifestation of the Holy 
Ghost in the body of Christ for us. 

We recommend Mr. Ruskim to lay his schemes upon the 
shelf; and as he is a disciple, to betake himself to a teacher. 
He is a lover of majestic harmonies ; let him study the song of 
songs, which is Solomon's : he will find there, that the life of the 
Church of God is not as the life of a mere mortal man : she had 
youth and freshness in the days of Paul ; she may have youth 
and freshness again^ if she can win back her way to the simplicity 
that is in Christ. Spring will return when the winter is past — 
when the rain is over and gone. The one indispensable condition 
is, that the Church have her ear open and her heart awake, that 
when her Beloved speaks to her she may arise and come away. 

It remains only that we tliank Mr. Ruskin for one or two 
beautiful passages, even in his present pamphlet. Would that 
these were in better company. As it is, they hang *' like jewels 
in an iBthiop's ear." 
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